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https://www.imf.org/external/np/pp/eng/2012/082412.pdf
https://delvedatabase.org/uploads/resources/Delve-2020-State-of-the-Sector-Report-0504.pdf


Historically, m1n1ng has gained a poor reputation for its approach to sustainable 

development. Continuing in that vein is wrong, especially in the light of the expected 

expansion of demand for its products. It is vitally important that mining is done in a 

responsible manner to avoid further damage to biodiversity, air, soil and water. This is 

recognised under the banner of ESG (Environmental, Social and Governance) by more and 

more governments, investors8
,

9 and mining companies70 but is still very much a work in 

progress11
. To meet the demand for metals and minerals whilst improving how we mine, 

we need well-trained individuals with a real sense of the value of doing things right. 

Effectively saying to your student body that they should not consider employment in 

mining is inconsistent with this, as well as inconsistent with Birkbeck's stated - and 

absolutely right - desire to increase sustainability and address the climate crisis. 

I therefore ask you to reconsider your position accordingly. Perhaps the intent behind the 

current wording is to exclude companies that primarily mine coal? If that is the case, it 

could be made clear and thus avoid the contradiction I explain above. 

I should be very happy to expand on any of the points in this letter if that would help, 

including in person. 

I am copying this letter via email to Dr Jasmine Gideon (Head of Geography), Eleanor 

Martin (Head of Careers Service) and Dr Charles Underwood (Head of Earth and Planetary 

Sciences). 
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8 https:/ /www. ch u rchofeng land. org/ media-and-news/ press-releases/ new-g lobal-i nvestor-i n itiative­

m in ing-2 030-tackle-eig ht-systemic 
9 https: / /www. transition pathwayi n itiative. org/ overview 

70 https://www.icmm.com/ 
11 https:/ /www.responsibleminingfoundation.org/ closing-the-gaps/ 
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