
 

You are invited to enter the 2009 Design Innovation in Plastics Award. 

In todayõs world, no-one can afford to overlook sustainability. 

You are required to design a product suitable for mass production in plastics that clearly demonstrates the 

principles of SUSTAINABLE DESIGN. 

 

The Brief 

Selecting from the wide range of polymeric materials generally available, you are tasked with creating a product 

that helps to meet a key human need.  Common needs for all humans include Water, Food, Energy, Shelter, 

Transport and Lighting. 

Definitions of sustainable design include ôthe best performance for the least cost over the long termõ and 

ômeeting current or future needs without compromising the environmentõ. 

Your design should combine the key elements of concept, design and production in a fresh and meaningful way 

through the appropriate use of materials and processes, and indicate a full understanding of the fundamentals of 

sustainability in terms of their environmental and social impacts. 

The entries most likely to be shortlisted will display an approach that effectively exploits the intrinsic properties of 

the materials selected while showing real evidence of minimising material usage and energy consumption in 

manufacture, distribution and use.  In addition, sustainable design principles such as design for disassembly or 

re-use should be considered where relevant, together with end-of-life issues. 

Established guidelines advise us to Reduce, Re-use, Recycle and Recover Energy, but the over-riding rationale is 

the principle of SUSTAINABLITY. 

 

Entry Procedure 

The competition is open to all undergraduate and postgraduate students registered in the UK for the academic 

year 2008-2009. Every student who intends to participate must complete an entry form which must be 

countersigned by a Tutor or Course Leader and returned to the address on the entry form. The entry form can also 

be downloaded from the IOM3 website at www.iom3.org/designaward2009.  No group entries will be accepted by 

the organisers, only individual entries.     

 

Entry Form Deadline:  Friday 17 October 2008 

Design Submission Deadline: Friday 27 February 2009 



 

 

The Materials 

Your entry must be made predominantly in plastic ñ any suitable polymeric 

material may be used.  

This briefing package includes a list of relevant websites and it is highly 

advisable that entrants consult this resource.  

 

Roadshows 

The Bayer Roadshow is a special feature of this competition and a unique 

opportunity for students to obtain face-to-face advice about their entries. During 

November 2008 the Roadshow will visit four locations: Napier University, 

Northumbria University, Loughborough University and London South Bank 

University, where technical experts from Bayer MaterialScience will be available 

to answer questions about plastics, materials and design, and present 

guidelines to sustainable design in plastics. Details will be published shortly. 

 

Open Day 

As a bonus to the 2009 award, the London Metropolitan Polymer Centre will be 

offering an Open Day in November 2008 when students registered for the 

competition will receive instruction on designing in plastics and the opportunity of 

operating moulding machines in the Centre. Details will be published shortly. 



 

 

The Background 

Established in 1985, DESIGN INNOVATION IN PLASTICS is now the longest running student plastics design award 

in Europe. It continues to be sponsored by The Institute of Materials, Minerals & Mining (IOM3) and the Worshipful 

Company of Horners, with Bayer MaterialScience, one of the worldõs largest producers of polymers and high-

performance plastics, as the 2009 headline industry sponsor. Both the IOM3 and the Horners Company play 

important roles in the field of education and this award was set up to encourage plastics design innovation in our 

future product designers. The Worshipful Company of Horners is one of the oldest livery companies in the City of 

London and in 1943 adopted hornõs modern equivalent, plastics. The winning designer will have the distinction of 

being presented to the Lord Mayor of London at the Horners Companyõs most prestigious event, the Banquet at 

the Mansion House, and all finalistsõ entries will be exhibited at the Plastics Design & Moulding exhibition (PDM) 

in May 2009 and at the IOM3 after the awards ceremony.  

 

 

The Judging Panel 

Richard Brown, Operations Director, Hi-Technology Group (panel chairman) 

Mandy Haberman, Haberman Associates  

Rob Holdway, Director, Giraffe Innovation 

Robin Kent, Managing Director, Tangram Technology  

James Steiner, Senior Designer, PDD 

+ representative from Bayer MaterialScience   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Prizes 

First Prize  £1000   

+ a placement with Bayer MaterialScience, Germany 

+ £500 for the winning university.  

Bayer MaterialScience is one of the worldõs largest 

producers of polymers and high-performance 

plastics. 

 

Second Prize £500 

+ a placement with DuPont, Geneva, a global leader 

in engineering polymers 

 

Third Prize £250 

+ a placement with PDD, London, a global design 

and innovation consultancy 

Fourth, Fifth and Sixth highly commended entrants 

each receive £100  and one of the following: a place 

on a short course at London Metropolitan Polymer 

Centre, a placement at  Hi-Technology Group, a 

global leader in the design and production of 

products in engineering polymers, or a placement at 

Brightworks, a leading product design and 

development consultancy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The organisers are indebted to the following for their generous support of student innovation and creativity: 

The Institute of Materials, Minerals & Mining 

The Worshipful Company of Horners 

Bayer MaterialScience 

PlasticsEurope 

Cogent 

 

DuPont 

PDD 

Hi-Technology Group 

Brightworks 

London Metropolitan Polymer Centre 

 

 

 

We are grateful for support from the following media partners: newdesign, a leading UK design magazine, 

Materials World, the journal of The Institute of Materials, Minerals & Mining, and Mould Technology, the link 

between product design and the tool making industry.  
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